
70 E Lake St, Suite 1500
Chicago, IL 60601
(312) 251-1680
explore, enjoy, and protect the planet.

June 2, 2022

Don Brown, Clerk of the Board
Illinois Pollution Control Board
60 E. Van Buren St., Ste. 630
Chicago, IL 60605

Via email to Don.Brown@Illinois.Gov

Re: Public Comments on Coal Ash Rules (Docket R 20-19(A))

Dear Mr. Brown,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on these draft rules that will address
key gaps in Illinois’ new coal ash rules, ensuring that coal ash communities and Illinois’ water
resources are fully protected from dangerous coal ash pollution.

As a concerned Illinois resident, I strongly support:

1) Regulatory protections, as drafted, that would ensure polluting coal ash outside of ponds (coal
ash in fill areas and other scattered coal ash) is properly cleaned up and no longer a threat to
groundwater.
2) Regulatory protections for environmental justice communities.
3) Regulations requiring monitoring of and mitigation plans for fugitive dust from coal ash.
4) Regulations that set a three-month limit on the use of temporary storage piles for coal ash.

Signed with the additional comments below:

At a previous meeting, covering coal ash ponds was offered as a solution for cleaning them up.
As you know that is NOT a viable means of protecting ground water, particularly in unlined
ponds and there is not evidence of how long a liner protects the environment under these kind of
toxins. I don't live near these ponds but my neighbors do. I love my neighbors and want them
protected. Furthermore water contamination effects everyone as water is more and more
becoming an endangered resource. I look forward to new protections from coal ash. Coal ash is
present even outside the ponds and is available to pollute our water.  They are in my community
threatening our water. They need to be cleaned out of every neighborhood!  I have 15
grandchildren and need a cleaner, safer environment for them.
Mary Anne Michelet, Peoria, IL 5/16/2022
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"These proposed rules address scattered ash and other coal ash fill areas outside of
impoundments; add requirements for monitoring of and mitigation plans for ?fugitive dust? from
coal ash; limit the use of temporary storage piles for coal ash to three months; and also provide
additional protections for environmental justice communities.
WHAT'S NOT TO LIKE ABOUT THESE PROTECTIONS FOR OUR FAMILIES &
COMMUNITIES?! The fact that the money-grubbers hate us for demanding that they finally
take some responsibility for their own kids' health & safety  is merely another plus. WE THE
PEOPLE WANT & DESERVE STRINGENT RULES AND REGS. PERIOD."
Beth Jones, Galena, IL 5/22/2022

Unless our groundwater is explicitly protected under the law, corporations and other parties
likely to pollute coal ash outside of ponds will have no incentive to keep our groundwater clean.
We must act on behalf of our fragile ecosystem and future generations, which otherwise have no
voice. Protecting our environment is the one issue on which all of humanity must stand united
regardless of monetary concerns. It is a matter of the survival and continuity of species.
Evelyn Klein, Deerfield, IL 5/16/2022

Areas of the United States that were always thought to have plenty of water for personal,
agricultural, industrial and pleasure uses are now facing huge challenges in having a sufficient
supply of water.  These crisis situations remind us of just how necessary a sufficient supply of
safe water is.  We must do everything within our power to protect this valuable resource,
including keeping our water resources fully protected from possible coal ash contamination.
John Brady, Peoria, IL 5/16/2022

I need you to finalize the following critical protections in a timely manner to protect Illinois
citizens especially those whose health conditions make them vulnerable to the particulate matter
within coal ash.  It is also important to consider the health of our youth so that they have the
strength  in the future to be problem solvers and leaders for climate and environmental issues.
The USA must remain a major entity of "the good earth"not a destroyer.
Patricia Martin, Indian Head Park, IL 5/17/2022

It is critical that we protect the health and well-being of Illinois citizens from the toxic coal ash
pollution and residues. The most important variable in this measure is both the people and
non-human animals of the Illinois communities that are directly impacted by coal factories.
Please address these key gaps in Illinois? coal ash rules to ensure this full protection.
Julia Cunningham, Evanston, IL 5/16/2022

Please strengthen the rules for containing coal ash on mine property and requiring them to clean
up the site when they are done. For to long the mining industry has polluted local streams and the
air that their neighbors breath. This has to stop! They shouldn't be able to get new permits if they
have a history of polluting previous sites.
Rita Kain, Earlville, IL 5/18/2022

Please take the current opportunity to further restrict the damage that coal and coal ash do to the
environment  by strengthening rules related to  coal dust mitigation and requiring that coal ash be
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securely confined to  designated "pondS" so that it does not threaten groundwater.  Thank you
for your work in the PUBLIC interest.
Nancy Reed, Oak Park, IL 5/16/2022

I live only 2 miles from the coal ash pits, and personally worked diligently to pass the Coal Ash
Bill.  Please do all in your power to ensure that the coal ash rules are not watered down, but do
the job intended by making sure that coal ash is never stored in any area where it is a threat to
groundwater or rivers and streams.
Kristin Camp, Collison, IL 4/20/2022

I am in favor of finalizing the proposed rules to limit coal ash threat to groundwater.  I remember
criticism of storing coal ash in a quarry inside Chicago, at Halsted and (I think) 33rd Street.  The
toxic ash was dumped there and it could blow out in dry conditions, into the densely populated
neighborhoods nearby.
David Schaefer, Chicago, IL 5/18/2022

With the challenging danger of expanding coal ash ponds, we need the people of Illinois to be
protected by the strongest possible limits on coal ash.   Currently communities of color and
people living in low income areas are suffering greater health effects than others in our
population.  This is simply wrong.
NANCY LONG, Peoria, IL 5/16/2022

I live in a community that recently had a coal fired power plant close.  When the coal is burnt
and the energy spent, toxins are left behind in the firm of coal ash, potentially poisoning our
land, our water,  and our people.   Please ensure that coal ash is properly managed in our state!
Laura Asher, Alton, IL 5/18/2022

As active canoeist and kayaker, I care very much about keeping Illinois' surface waters clean.
Improperly stored coal ash has threatened to pollute many rivers and lakes in this state.
Furthermore, as, a father of two, I am very concerned about the risks to drinking water.
James Fallaw, Champaign, IL 4/21/2022

No town in Illinois should have to contend with coal ash in their backyards, in their drinking
water, or in the air they breathe.  I look forward to seeing these draft rules implemented and
enforced. Coal companies do not deserve leniency for threatening public health.
Ethan Saltzberg, Chicago, IL 4/23/2022

Dealing with coal ash is not insurmountable!  It is simple science that requires the companies to
spend a small amount of money to prevent the potential for devastating consequences when  the
ash pond rupture by "accident" which is all to frequent!
Olivia Rudnicki, Naperville, IL 5/16/2022

Illinois citizens depend on Pollution Control Board to keep us safe from dangerous heavy metals
and poisonous pollution from coal ash residue.  PLEASE  make sure that all the closing coal
fired power plants in IL are closed properly and safely.
Bob Jorgensen, East Peoria, IL 5/16/2022
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We need to hold polluters accountable for what they put into Lake Michigan and our other
natural sites. If they don?t pay, taxpayers will pay eventually. This is critical, and I?m watching
to decide who will get my vote in the future.
Lacey Cordero, Chicago, IL 4/21/2022

Remember--We are ALL in the same "Boat"!!! It is CRITICAL we clean up the toxins that are
effecting US ALL!   We need to clean up after ourselves! Just like our parents taught us when we
were children. Have we grown up yet??????
Darcy Gentner, Urbana, IL 5/18/2022

We must mitigate any existing/potential harm/disaster NOW, to have the ability to address what
has never even crossed our minds/desks.  We need a “rainy day fund” of money and ideas to face
the future with speed and efficacy.
Sona Rejebian, Evanston, IL 5/18/2022

I live near the Waukegan Coal Plant.  IEPA identifies 3 CCR sites but NRG which owns the coal
plant says they only have to clean up two of the sites.  They should be required to clean up their
entire site.
Douglas Ower, Zion, IL 4/21/2022

Coal ash should be regulated (and cleaned up) no matter where it was stored.  The cleanup must
be managed so that the dust does not harm nearby residents or the workers tasked with cleaning
up the ash.
CAROLE VALENCIA, Granite City, IL 4/21/2022

We are counting on you to clean up the coal ash issue for all of us.  Please finalize the critical
protections we are recommending and do so in a timely manner for the sake of your family's and
mine.
Grant Levitan, Naperville, IL 5/18/2022

We are going in the right direction to have a cleaner environment in Illinois.  Let's keep moving
forward by protecting our water resources.  Thank you for helping us get there.
Martha Mastropolo, Broadview, IL 5/5/2022

I am concerned about the impact of coal ash not only because of the impact on nearby
communities, but also because of the potential for contamination of our drinking water.
Susan Willenborg, New Lenox, IL 4/22/2022

Coal ash threatens people, rivers and lakes here in Lake County and throughout Illinois. Please
close the gaps in protections against these hazardous chemicals.
Andrew Kimmel, Libertyville, IL 5/16/2022

Clean water is essential to good health. Please remove the coal ash, do not just cap it. It will
leach into ground water and cause major problems.
Alicia Timm, Lake Zurich, IL 4/25/2022
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I am a registered nurse and see the impact of pollution on health. We must and can do more to
stop these preventable health problems.
Marcia Smith, IL 5/17/2022

Properly mitigating the dangers of coal ash contamination is a social justice issue.  And, for
asthmatics like me a health issue.
Donly Chorn, Lake Villa, IL 5/17/2022

We need to do everything we can to protect our air and water from coal ash.  Clean air and water
are human rights.
Briana Naseer, Chicago, IL 4/21/2022

Coal ash is a source of major pollution to air we breathe and drinking water we need! This needs
to change now!
DEBRA HILL, Glenview, IL 5/16/2022

Coal ash is poison to the local community. We do not have the right to contaminate others at our
own benefit.
ShirleyAdams, Evanston, IL 5/16/2022

I wan to help the Sierra Club do everything possible to maintain a clean environment for all of
us.
Joseph Gibbs, Lebanon, IL 4/21/2022

"Illinois can power itself solar panels and wind turbines.
That's the future!!!
Enough said!!!"
David Brayfield, Champaign, IL 5/18/2022

As a citizen concerned with access to clean drinking water this is of major importance to me.
Scott zeh, Antioch, IL 5/17/2022

Strengthen & maintain the new stronger coal ash rules!  It's about time. DO IT NOW!! ASAP!!
I W, Itasca, IL 5/16/2022

We need to have the coal ash ponds here in Waukegan safely removed. NRG should pay for it.
Mildred Leonard, Waukegan, IL 5/21/2022

Now is the time to STOP polluting jour water;  Clean water is a right; our health is key; S.
Mary Shaw, Springfield, IL 5/16/2022

Show the citizens of Central Illinois that our lives have value! Protect our clean water!
Sarah Marie, Dillard, Hanna City, IL 5/17/2022
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Take coal ash out of our groundwater! Stop polluting our drinking water! No more coal!
Michele Doyle, Elburn, IL 5/17/2022

As a mother with asthma, this legislation is important to secure clean breathing air.
Kathleen zeh, antioch, IL 5/17/2022

I approve this message about strengthening Illinois' new coal ash rules.  Thank-you
Von Stuckert, Bloomington, IL 4/21/2022

I grew up in a community with really poor ground water due to these issues
Essence Walker, Chicago, IL 5/22/2022

As the source of all life, water must be protected, now and in the future
Catherine King, Hinsdale, IL 5/16/2022

clean water is vital for future generations.  I have 10 grandchildren!!
sandra white, River Forest, IL 5/12/2022

Coal should clean up their mess and then we should be rid of them
Julie Griffith, Saint Charles, IL 5/16/2022

Let's continue to make Illinois the cleanest state in the US.
Donna Delin, Lombard, IL 5/17/2022

This is long past due. Thank you for hearing me out.
Nicholas Chrisos, Buffalo Grove, IL 5/16/2022

Thanks for your attention to this important matter!
David Sincox, Chicago, IL 5/16/2022

A clean environment is our most precious resource.
Kathleen Brinkmann, Champaign, IL 5/18/2022

We must take action immediately. The time is over.
Nicolette Sonntag, Skokie, IL 4/29/2022

In addition to the comments above, the people below signed our petition:

A Benesch, Skokie, IL 4/19/2022

Alana Reynolds, Springfield, IL 4/21/2022

Alice Englebretsen, URBANA, IL 4/19/2022

Alice Englebretsen, URBANA, IL 4/21/2022

6
Sierra Club, Illinois Chapter

Electronic Filing: Received, Clerk's Office 06/03/2022 P.C. #17



Amy Johnson, Chicago, IL 4/18/2022

Andy Daglas, Chicago, IL 4/21/2022

Andrew Hoffman, MORTON GROVE, IL 4/19/2022

Ann Wiseman, Mansfield, IL 4/18/2022

Ashley Klinder, Minooka, IL 5/9/2022

Avelyne Walk, Neoga, IL 5/6/2022

Barbara Holowczak, Elmwood Park, IL 4/19/2022

Barbara Silverman, Buffalo Grove, IL 5/17/2022

Becky St. Clair, Chicago, IL 4/22/2022

Becky Whitlow, Springfield, IL 4/20/2022

Benieta Powell, Makanda, IL 4/18/2022

Bill Lamorte, Worth, IL 4/19/2022

Bonnie Richardson, Chicago, IL 5/27/2022

Brad Hanahan, Crystal Lake, IL 4/19/2022

Brad Walker, Poplar Grove, IL 4/19/2022

Brian Klein, deerfield, IL 5/16/2022

Brittany McDougall, Elmhurst, IL 4/27/2022

Brock Auerbach-Lynn, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

Bunnie Lindsey, Aurora, IL 4/19/2022

Cheryl Dorris, Edwardsville, IL 4/24/2022

Cheryl Wiest, Topeka, IL 4/19/2022

chris berti, Urbana, IL 4/18/2022

Christine McLawhorn, Plainfield, IL 4/19/2022
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Chris Stwora, Berwyn, IL 4/19/2022

Cindy Rehberg, South Elgin, IL 4/19/2022

Cindy Risvold, Naperville, IL 5/17/2022

Colleen Erickson, Channahon, IL 4/18/2022

Connie Schmidt, Warrenville, IL 4/19/2022

Crystal Rooney, Rolling Meadows, IL 4/24/2022

Dale Bryson, Naperville, IL 4/19/2022

Dan Lombardi, , IL 4/19/2022

Daniel Goldberg, Normal, IL 5/16/2022

Daniel Manobianco, Chicago, IL 5/10/2022

David Antos, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

David Olson, David, IL 4/19/2022

Debbie Johnson, Champaign, IL 4/19/2022

Deborah Brown-Ridley, Aurora, IL 5/11/2022

Deborah DeBrown, Chicago, IL 4/18/2022

Debra Mccullough, Naperville, IL 5/19/2022

Dennis Kreiner, Carpentersville, IL 5/16/2022

Diane Vandiver, Bolingbrook, IL 4/19/2022

Don Ogle, Caseyville, IL 4/19/2022

Donna Campbell, Orland Park, IL 5/16/2022

Donna Hriljac, Bull Valley, IL 4/19/2022

Dorothy Scott, Evanston, IL 5/17/2022

DREW BERGSTROM, Peoria, IL 5/16/2022
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Elisabeth N., Chicago, IL 4/18/2022

Elizabeth Celio, Oak Park, IL 4/19/2022

Elizabeth Lukehart, Oak Park, IL 4/19/2022

Elizabeth Roberts, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

Elizabeth Rochford, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

Eric Edwards, West Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

Erica Runge, Naperville, IL 4/18/2022

Frank Merritt, Glen Ellyn, IL 4/23/2022

Garrett Perry, toluca, IL 4/19/2022

George Weldon, Downers Grove,, IL 4/18/2022

Jerry Swarzman, Chicago, IL 4/18/2022

Grace Ansani, Chicago, IL 5/17/2022

Gwen Smith, Springfield, IL 4/20/2022

Hannah Lee Flath, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

Heidi Thoele, Chicago, IL 5/17/2022

Jacob nelson, antioch, IL 5/17/2022

Jacqueline Eddy, Evanston, IL 4/30/2022

Jacqueline Glass, Belleville, IL 4/19/2022

Jane Ballengee, Glenview, IL 4/19/2022

Janice Duplex, Janice, IL 4/19/2022

Janice Frankel, Chicago, IL 4/18/2022

Jeanne Doherty, Chicago, IL 4/20/2022

Jeanne Kerl, SKOKIE, IL 4/19/2022
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Jeff Czach, Hoffman Estates, IL 5/25/2022

Jeffery Biss, Elgin, IL 4/19/2022

Jennifer Alongi, Riverton, IL 5/16/2022

Jennifer Malacarne, Venedy, IL 4/20/2022

J N, Montgomery, IL 5/16/2022

Jennifer Futterman, Highland Park, IL 4/19/2022

Jerome Seidenfeld, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

Jerry Swanson, Rockford, IL 4/26/2022

Jessica Harrocks, Murphysboro, IL 4/20/2022

Jill Krippel, Springfield, IL 4/20/2022

James Stuhlmacher, Wheaton, IL 5/16/2022

joan Mundstock, Schaumburg, IL 4/19/2022

Joanna Kling, URBANA, IL 5/16/2022

John Marro, Chicago, IL 5/16/2022

John Poteraske, Darien, IL 5/17/2022

Joyce Strombeck, Berwyn, IL 5/16/2022

Judi Slate, Elmhurst, IL 4/19/2022

Julia Lacayo, Clarendon Hills, IL 4/19/2022

Julie Berberi, St Charles, IL 4/19/2022

Julie Otten, Washington, IL 4/18/2022

Julie Robertson, Mt Olive, IL 5/16/2022

Karen Bravo, Park Ridge, IL 5/17/2022

Karen Gallagher, Glenview, IL 5/16/2022
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Karen MacLeod, Waukegan, IL 4/22/2022

Karen Nelson, Park Ridge, IL 4/20/2022

Karen Peterson, Northbrook, IL 4/24/2022

Karen Waters, Springfield, IL 5/20/2022

Kathleen Van Kampen, Kathleen, IL 4/19/2022

Kim Valentine, Batavia, IL 5/16/2022

Kathryn Dittemore, Chicago, IL 5/17/2022

Kathryn Keifer, New Lenox, IL 4/18/2022

Kathy Engert, Wilmette, IL 4/20/2022

Kathy Gibson, Naperville, IL 4/21/2022

Kathy Schleicher, Winfield, IL 4/19/2022

Kay Ahaus, Trenton, IL 4/19/2022

Kay Oaks, Monmouth, IL 5/12/2022

Kelly Autrey-Webber, Princeton, IL 4/19/2022

Kenneth Aud, Granite City, IL 4/20/2022

Kraig and Valerie Schweiss, Sterling, IL 4/19/2022

Kristen Wagner, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

Kristin Taylor, Oak Park, IL 5/16/2022

Kyra Mikala, Aurora, IL 5/16/2022

laura derks, Oak patk, IL 4/18/2022

Laura Strong, Crystal Lake, IL 5/16/2022

laura Sychowski, Batavia, IL 5/17/2022

Lauren Gioe, Hoffman Estates, IL 5/21/2022
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Linda Andrews, Mokena, IL 4/18/2022

Linda King, Lindenhurst, IL 5/16/2022

Lisa Miller, Springfield, IL 4/20/2022

Lisa Velez, Round Lake Beach, IL 4/22/2022

Lois Kain, Lois, IL 4/19/2022

Lora Smith, Carmi, IL 5/17/2022

Lynne Firestone, Evanston, IL 5/16/2022

Marcus Gottlieb, Deerfield, IL 4/18/2022

Mardene Costa, Gurnee, IL 4/19/2022

Margaret Farley, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

margie lindhorst, columbia, IL 5/18/2022

Mark Hamilton, Chicago, IL 5/16/2022

Mark Lundholm, Palatine, IL 4/19/2022

mark snawadzki, chicago, IL 5/2/2022

Mary Ahnen, Algonquin, IL 4/19/2022

Mary Ann Gottlieb, Chicago, IL 5/16/2022

Mary Lubertozzi, Olympia Fields, IL 4/19/2022

Mary Meckley, Chicago, IL 5/9/2022

Mary Reinertson, Aurora, IL 5/25/2022

Maryann Stork, Maryann, IL 4/19/2022

Maxine Touchette, Chicago, IL 4/24/2022

Melodie Huffman, Danville, IL 4/19/2022

Michael Hall, Cherry, IL 4/19/2022
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Michael Rynes, Naperville, IL 4/30/2022

Nancy Bauer, Brookfield, IL 5/23/2022

Nancy Keller, Nancy, IL 4/20/2022

Nancy Strickland, Edwardsville, IL 4/18/2022

Nita Lee, Morrison, IL 5/16/2022

Noreen Lassandrello, Hinsdale, IL 4/18/2022

Norman Groetzinger, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

Norman Shepard, Girard, IL 4/18/2022

Olga Abella, Robinson, IL 4/18/2022

Paige Temple, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

Pat Dostalek, Springfield, IL 4/19/2022

Pat Fojtik, Palos Hills, IL 5/9/2022

Patience Graybill, Edwardsville, IL 4/20/2022

Paul Schraeder, Willowbrook, IL 4/19/2022

Paula Bargiel, Park Ridge, IL 4/19/2022

Peter Ayres, Naperville, IL 4/19/2022

Peter Carey, Peter, IL 5/17/2022

Peter Dempsey, Ingleside, IL 4/22/2022

Peter Lee, Elk Grove Village, IL 4/19/2022

Philip Englert, Chicago, IL 5/18/2022

Roxana Espoz, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

R M, Bartlett, IL 4/19/2022

Richard Peterson, Northbrook, IL 5/21/2022
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Rick Greene, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

robert rowe, Peoria, IL 5/13/2022

Roberta Giblin, Villa Park, IL 5/16/2022

Ron Kochman, Kenilworth, IL 4/19/2022

Rose Greco, Wheaton, IL 5/26/2022

Sandy Webster, Shorewood, IL 5/17/2022

Sarah Gebhardt, Chicago, IL 5/19/2022

Sarah Stephens Ramani, Chicago, IL 4/19/2022

Sonja Chan, Kankakee, IL 4/19/2022

Stephen Tiwald, NAPERVILLE, IL 4/19/2022

Steven Hall, Rockford, IL 5/17/2022

Steven Shamrock, Naperville, IL 4/27/2022

Susan Bailey, Mahomet, IL 4/19/2022

Susan Catt, Rankin, IL 4/27/2022

Susan McQuaid, Warrenville, IL 4/22/2022

Susan Zimny, Chicago, IL 5/17/2022

Tedd Ward Jr., Tedd, IL 4/19/2022

Terri Saurs, Decatur, IL 4/19/2022

Thaddeus Rada-Bayne, Highwood, IL 5/27/2022

Thomas Humphrey, Skokie, IL 4/19/2022

Thomas Maillard, Waukegan, IL 4/19/2022

Timothy Kaffer, Wheeling, IL 4/21/2022

Tom Prost, Waterloo, IL 5/17/2022
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Tracy Owens, Springfield, IL 4/19/2022

Vladimir Lytchakov, , IL 4/18/2022

WANDA THOMPSON, Chicago, IL 4/18/2022

Wendy Vernon, Carol Stream, IL 4/20/2022

Bill Dawe, naperville, IL 5/16/2022

Willliam Diamond, Naperville, IL 5/20/2022
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